
WHO: Emily Carr University, 
University of Northern BC 
(UNBC) and the Resort  
Municipality of Whistler 
(RMOW)

WHAT: New Partnership program 
to deliver Emily Carr University 
summer Satellite Studios  
for Teens outside the Lower 
Mainland

WHEN: Summer 2014
WHERE: Resort Municipality of 

Whistler and Prince George
WHY: To collaborate regionally  

in order to provide young 
students who are serious about 
pursuing a future career in the 
creative economy with access 
to a world-class institution 
dedicated to this field.

PARTNERSHIP PROFILE 
CELEBRATING COLLABORATION

SATELLITE STUDIOS FOR TEENS
Q&A WITH WHISTLER AND PRINCE GEORGE PARTNERS

 

Emily Carr University has entered into two new partnerships to deliver the first ever Satellite Studios for 
Teens that will run outside the Lower Mainland. Developed and taught by University Faculty, the intensive, 
pre-university programs represent innovative and strategic partnerships for both the Resort Municipality 
of Whistler (RMOW) and the University of Northern British Columbia (UNBC) respectively. Satellite Studios 
for Teens provide young students who are serious about pursuing a future career in art, media and design 
with access to a world-class institution dedicated to these fields. 

These new regional partnerships will further the province’s commitment to strengthening connections and 
foundations for growth of our province’s creative economy. Both programs are multi-stakeholder 
collaborations, and will coordinate participation and input from various relevant councils, community 
groups, cultural organizations and educational institutions. The partnerships demonstrate an efficient and 
effective model for educational expansion that is engaging, innovative and responsive to community needs 
and objectives. 

The studios’ effective and rigorous curriculum emphasizes collaboration, creative communication, critical 
analysis and design thinking; content will focus on locally relevant issues through a process of community 
research. Each of the summer intensives will integrate local site visits, engage community-based guest 
instructors, and support each of the partners’ strategic focuses on cultural and economic development, 
culminating with public-facing events in the community.

http://www.ecuad.ca
http://www.ecuad.ca


Q&A with Aaron LeBlanc 
Director Ancillary Services and Continuing Studies, 
UNBC

What objectives did you have in undertaking to 
create this program; why did UNBC choose to 
partner with Emily Carr University? 
 It started just over one year ago as UNBC Continuing 
Studies is always looking for opportunities to bring 
new and exciting programming to the region.  
I started by looking at who we could work with.  
I really do believe that there are great opportunities 
for institutions to partner together to deliver unique 
programming that leverages the unique strengths 
of each institution. When I looked around at 
potential fits we really felt as though Emily Carr 
provided a great opportunity to work together to 
bring new programming to the area. We met with 
Sadira and her team last year and after that we 
were excited to move forward. 

How do you anticipate this program connecting 
with Prince George’s broader community?  
Simply put…The unique opportunity for teens to 
explore art and design, with Emily Carr and UNBC 
Continuing Studies, will allow teens from the 
community to gain access to programming they 
would not normally have in the North.

Our students will learn collaboration, creative 
communication, critical analysis and design 
thinking skills - how are these skills relevant to 
some of the economic sectors and issues in 
northern BC today? 
The skills mentioned are critical for success in most 
industries. Northern BC is on the verge of some very 
exciting times and individuals who possess these 
skills will always be in demand, and find fulfilling 
employment, in the north.

Q&A with Resort Municipality of Whistler  
Mayor Nancy Wilhelm-Morden

What made you choose Emily Carr University as 
your partner in building this educational program? 
Really it’s about fit. In 2013, we spent a significant 

amount of work developing a framework to review 
and pursue educational opportunities in Whistler.

Emily Carr University provides a unique opportunity 
to move toward our community’s broad learning 
and education objectives, while at the same 
accelerating the recommendations of our community 
cultural plan and our cultural tourism development 
strategy. The Satellite Studio Program will provide a 
unique opportunity for residents, while appealing to 
regional and destination visitors and engaging our 
local arts community.

How do you see the program supporting Whistler’s 
youth? culture? community? 
While the satellite program targets youth, we see it 
as so much more. There is a huge opportunity to 
link participant activities and projects to engagement 
with our resident community, second home owners, 
and our local cultural sector, while also showcasing 
the Whistler and the students’ work and design 
process to the eyes and appreciation of resort visitors.

As a mother with two daughters, now grown-up, 
how did you approach selecting their extra- 
curricular activities?

It was always important for me to help my daughters 
choose their extra-curricular activities. I wanted  
to ensure that they had fun, that they would be 
interested and challenged by whatever the program 
might be and that they would learn lifelong skills.  

The Satellite Studio Program appears to meet all of 
these criteria in addition to being held in a beautiful, 
natural environment. 

Our students will learn collaboration, creative 
communication, critical analysis and design 
thinking skills - how do you apply these in your role 
as Mayor of Whistler? 
Working collaboratively is a key skill I use on a daily 
basis in my role as mayor whether it’s in coming to 
unified decisions with the six other members of my 
council or working with resort partners in the best 
interests of the community as a whole.  

Communication these days is more creative than 

From top: Sadira Rodrigues,  
Dean, Continuing Studies
Emily Carr University;
Resort Municipality of Whistler 
Mayor Nancy Wilhelm-Morden; 
Aaron LeBlanc, Director of 
Ancillary Services and Continuing 
Studies, UNBC
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“Emily Carr University has an important role to play as  
  a champion of high quality, integrated and innovative  
  education within our province, and beyond.” 
 
    – Sadira Rodrigues, Dean of Continuing Studies, Emily Carr University



Emily Carr University of 
Art + Design, established 
in 1925, is a world leader 
in education and research. 
Encouraging experimen-
tation at the intersection 
of art, design, media and 
technology, our learning 
community merges 
research, critical theory 
and studio practice in an 
interdisciplinary environ-
ment. Alumni and faculty 
are internationally 
recognized as award- 
winning creators and 
thought leaders who have 
enormous impact on 
both the cultural sector 
and economy. We engage 
students, industry, and 
society to continuously 
explore and think differ-
ently about creativity and 
how it shapes our world. 
Emily Carr is building a 
state-of-the art campus 
for 21st century learning 
at Great Northern Way. 
The University will be at 
the centre of a new social, 
cultural, educational, and 
economic engine for 
British Columbia.
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ever before - ranging from effective use of social 
media to live streaming of council and other public 
meetings to webcasts on topics of interest to our town.  

Of course, critical analysis was something I learned 
through my training as a lawyer. It has held me in 

good stead as mayor as there so often are competing 
interests involved when making decisions. The 
ability to identify those interests and work effectively 
with them is an important skill.

Clockwise from top left: Sculpture; Architectural models; The Kit for Teens; Exhibition 

LEARN ABOUT THE SATELLITE STUDIOS AND THE 
SUMMER INSTITUTE FOR TEENS AT EMILY CARR 
UNIVERSITY:  
www.teens.ecuad.ca

INQUIRE ABOUT PARTNERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES: 
Sadira Rodrigues 
Dean, Continuing Studies 
Emily Carr University of Art + Design 
srodrigues@ecuad.ca | 604.844.3804

http://www.ecuad.ca
http://www.ecuad.ca

